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COMMUNITY, COUNCIL AND STATE TO FUND 
THE BUSINESS CASE FOR RIDE DESTINATION

Thanks to a combined 
funding effort from the Card-
well Community, Cassowary 
Coast Regional Council and 
the Queensland Government, 
the Cardwell Tropical Mountain 
Bike Trials Business Case is 
now fully funded. 

Tourism portfolio holder, 
Councillor Renee McLeod said 
the Cardwell Tropical Mountain 
Bike Trails Project concept 
came from community and 
continues to be driven by com-
munity.  

“The business case will 
evaluate the benefits, costs and 
risk associated with establishing 
a world-class network of moun-
tain bike trails in Cardwell and 
highlight the economic benefit 
which this project could bring to 
Cardwell, the Cassowary Coast 
and the broader Far North 
Queensland Region,” Councillor 
McLeod said.

As part of the Queensland 
Government’s 2022-24 Lo-
cal Government Grants and 
Subsidies Program (LGGSP), 
Council has secured $60,000 
toward the Cardwell Tropical 
Mountain Bike Trails Business 
Case in addition to $15,000 
which was raised by Cardwell 
Care and the Cardwell and 
District Community Branch of 
the Bendigo Bank. 

At the July Local Gov-
ernment Meeting, Council 
approved a contribution of 
$25,000 be reallocated towards 
the Business Case, following 
the postponement of the 2022 
TARGA Great Barrier Reef 
event resulting in the business 
case now being fully funded. 

Councillor McLeod said 
since being invited by the com-
munity to assist and support 
their vision, Council adapted 
its project management and 
engagement processes to 
complement the community 
leadership, to partner with com-
munity in decision-making, 
and to provide agility to adapt 
to community and Girramay 
timelines and methods.  

“Together we have already 
achieved completion of the 
early mountain bike infrastruc-
ture - Cardwell Pump Track and 
facilities.”

Hinchinbrook MP, Nick 
Dametto, congratulated Council 
and the Cardwell Tropical 
Mountain Bike Network for their 
advocacy and efforts in secur-
ing funding through Queensland 
Government’s LGGSP.

“The increasing popularity of 
mountain biking has fuelled the 
development of trails and com-
petitive events all over Australia 
and with Cardwell’s diverse 

terrain and magnificent scenery 
this project has the opportunity 
to restore the region’s tourism 
industry,” Mr Dametto said.

“Cardwell is ideally placed 
between Townsville and Cairns 
and surrounded by beautiful 
natural assets like Hinchinbrook 
Island, Cardwell Spa Pools and 
Five Mile Creek, throw some 
challenging mountain bike trails 
in the mix and you have the 

right formula to create the ulti-
mate eco-tourism destination.

“I look forward to working 
with all stakeholders to progress 
the Business Case for the Card-
well Tropical Mountain Bike Trial 
Project.”

Council’s partnership 
with the Girramay Traditional 
Owners, Cardwell Community 
representatives and other key 
stakeholders will continue as 

the project progresses.
The LGGSP provides fund-

ing to support councils to deliver 
priority infrastructure projects 
that improve the liveability of 
communities and support eco-
nomic growth and employment.

For more information on the 
Cardwell Tropical Mountain 
Bike Trail Project visit:
https://bit.ly/3bNPZoE

WHAT’S ON
AUGUST 12 - CARDWELL UFO FESTIVAL
Events from 12-14 August, highlight the extra-terrestrial 
activities with family fun activities, markets, show rides, and 
visitors from throughout the Universe.
www.cardwellufofestival.com.au

AUGUST 13 – BARRY MORGANS WORLD OF ORGANS 
It’s time to release the toothy tunesmith for a post mor-
tem organ party. The Con, Innisfail performance begins at 
7:30pm. Tickets available online at:
www.trybooking.com/CAPGY 

AUGUST 14 – INNISFAIL AUTOFEST 
Two day event at the Mundoo Airport with events including, 
Heads up Roll Racing, Autofest Burnout Shootout and a 
street cruise and display. Full onsite catering and bar. For 
ticket information: www.autofest.com.au

AUGUST 26 – REDBULL DEFIANCE 
Spectators can be a part of the action in a world class ad-
venture race - rafting, biking and running over three days in 
South Mission Beach. For more information:
www.redbull.com/au-en/events/red-bull-defiance-australia

V i s i t  C o u c i l s  w e b s i t e  c a s s o w a r y c o a s t . q l d . g o v . a u / e v e n t s  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Cardwell Ranges, 
featuring the Cardwell 
Pump Track

Vote for the Cardwell Pump Track project
Voting has now opened in 

the National Awards for Local 
Government. The awards aim 
to recognise innovation and ex-
cellence in local communities.

The Cardwell Pump Track 
project is nominated under 
the Indigenous Recognition 
Category. 

“A small community with 
deep pride for its culture has 
come together to take on one 
very ambitious goal – to be 
Australia’s next big ‘Ride Des-
tination’.

The dream of establishing 
the Cardwell Tropical Moun-
tain Bike Trails came from 
the Cardwell community and 
the delivery of the Cardwell 
Pump Track and facilities has 

been a major milestone for the 
project, allowing the community 
to ‘Ride where our ancestors 
once walked’.

The Cassowary Coast 
Regional Council in conjunc-
tion with project partners 
adapted project management 
and engagement processes 
to complement the community 
leadership, decision-making, 
and to allow agility to adapt to 
timelines of community and 
Girramay.

The Girramay People are 
the native title holders of the 
lands and waters surround-
ing Cardwell. Girramay elder, 
Marcia Jerry from the Girramay 
Aboriginal People Corporation 
guided the development and 

scope of the Project in con-
junction with stakeholders on 
behalf of the Girramay people. 
This partnership has inspired 
and enabled the project to 
raise awareness and connec-

tion to culture.
The community leadership 

and partnerships with tradi-
tional owners present a much 
broader opportunity than just a 
ride network including employ-

ment opportunities, education, 
and cultural awareness.”

Place your vote now for the 
Cardwell Pump Track project 
at: https://cutt.ly/DZBIWaL

Cardwell Pump track 
opening attendees
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LOCAL TEAM AWARDED NATURE PLAY CONTRACT
Residents of Wongaling 

Beach will soon benefit from a 
new playground, as Cassowary 
Coast Regional Council moves 
forward with plans to install 
a nature play space at Alan 
Wheatley Memorial Park. 

Council awarded the con-
tract for the build to Mission 
Beach based company, G-
Force Landscaping with works   
expected to begin mid to late 
September and take approxi-
mately 2-3 weeks to complete, 
weather and construction 
conditions permitting. 

A recent survey gave local 
residents the opportunity to 
comment on the proposed 
design with more than 80 sub-

missions and 64% of respond-
ents in favour of the nature play 
space.

Council reviewed the feed-
back and noted the positive 
response to the design. The 
feedback also provided Council 
with increased understanding 
of the primary use of the park, 
with the majority of respond-
ents visiting the park monthly 
for approximately one to two 
hours, traveling mainly from the 
greater Mission Beach area. 

Council would like to thank 
local residents for taking the 
time to contribute to the future 
of this space. Council takes 
pride in its parks and public 
spaces and aims to ensure 

they meet the needs of the 
community now and for gen-
erations to come. 

Outdoor activities such as 
nature play improve focus, mo-
tor skills and physical health, 
as well as assist children to 
develop resilience, independ-
ence and self-awareness. The 
new nature play playground will 
complement the nearby facili-
ties at Rotary Park. 

Council will provide further 
updates on the installation of 
the playground as it occurs. 

To read more about the 
proposed design visit:
https://bit.ly/3zMcSkc  

Alan Wheatley Nature Play Space - Proposed Design
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YOUNG SPORT STARS  
KICKING GOALS

The Queensland hosted Olympic Games may be a decade 
off but Cassowary Coast youth athletes are working hard to 
ensure our region is well represented. 

Six aspiring athletes who have represented their chosen 
sports on local, state, or national levels have been named as 
2022 Youth Sport Stars. 

Councillor Trudy Tschui said Cassowary Coast Regional 
Council is committed to providing opportunities to junior 
athletes by providing a suite of Sports Bursaries to promote, 
encourage and sustain sporting participation and healthy life 
styles in the Cassowary Coast.

“Participating in sport develops a strong sense of character 
and community and of course it is always exciting to see the 
next generation of talent and potential medallists on the rise. Cr 
Tschui said.

“This year’s Stars have demonstrated the commitment and 
hard-work necessary to achieve success on the sporting field, 
courts and pool.

“From countless early mornings and late afternoons, to 
the time spent travelling over the weekends to local, state 
and national events, the dedication shown by this group is 
tremendous.

“Previous recipients have used the bursary ($750 each) to 
support their endeavours putting it towards cost of travel to 
competitions or purchase new sporting equipment. 

The bursary winners were announced at a function on 
Friday 5 August:
Junior Sports Female (Age 8-12) winner Neeza Curzon

School, Regional and State achievements in Netball, 
Swimming, Touch Football and Triathlon.
Junior Sports Male (Age 8-12) winner Liam Quabba

School, Regional and State achievements in Swimming, 
Cross Country, Rugby League. Aquathon and Touch Football. 
Senior Sports Female (Age 13-18) Hannah Dryden

School and Regional achievements in Athletics (High Jump 
and Long Jump), Netball and Touch Football.
Senior Sports Male (Age 13-18) Harrison Tamblyn

School, Regional and State achievements in Athletics (800m 
and 1500m), Cross Country, Surf Lifesaving and Triathlon.
Junior Indigenous Sports Person (Age 8-12) Noah Balderson

School and Regional achievements in Rugby League.
Senior Indigenous Sports Person (Age 13-18) Skye Barba

School, Regional, State and National achievements in Touch 
Football and Rugby League.

To find out more information on the Youth Sports Star 
Awards please visit: https://bit.ly/3NNIxaj

Youth Sports Star Recipents and Nominees

Noah Balderson

Harrison Tamblyn

Hannah Dryden

Skye Barba

Liam Quabba

Neeza Curzon

NEW VIEWING PLATFORM 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THE SCENIC VIEWS

Weddings and other events 
will soon be able to take advan-
tage of the picturesque scenery 
of Flying Fish Point with a new 
project soon to commence.

Councillor Nick Pervan said 
that work is set to begin on 
constructing a viewing platform 
at parklands, located next 
to the Flying Fish Point boat 
ramp.

“Located where the sea 
meets the Johnstone River, 
the area provides the perfect 
location for weddings and other 
events to be held. 

“This low maintenance 

platform will be constructed as 
a raised wooden deck about 
300 millimetres above adjacent 
level. The platform will be built 
at six by three metres to com-
plement the current environ-
ment, with no trees removed 
and minor trimming undertaken 
to increase the panoramic 
views. 

“Council has engaged a 
local business to deliver this 
project, with works expected 
to commence early August. 
Works should take about three 
weeks to finish, weather and 
site conditions permitting, and 

the immediate area will remain 
open during works.”

Interested members of the 
community can apply for a per-
mit to utilise the area for their 
event by contact Council on 
1300 763 900 or email enquir-
ies@ccrc.qld.gov.au.

Alternatively, you can 
find out more information by 
searching Community Venues 
For Hire on Council’s Website.  

This project was funded as 
part of the Australian Govern-
ment’s $3 billion Local Roads 
and Community Infrastructure 
(LRCI) Program.

Location of the Viewing 
Platform 
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Cassowary Coast Libraries 
comprises of four branches located at 
Cardwell, Innisfail, Tully and Mission 
Beach. For locations, opening times or 
general enquiries, please call  
1300 366 616 or visit 
www.cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au/libraries
Waste Transfer Stations locations and 
opening hours can be found by visiting: 
www.cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au/transfer-stations

K E Y  C O N T A C T S
Visit Council
Cassowary Coast Regional 
Council has three Customer 
Service Centres across the region. 
Specially trained staff can provide 
information and advice on  
topics including:
● local laws and compliance
● rates enquiries
● ��account payments 
   (EFTPOS facilities available)
● animal registration.

Cassowary Coast  
Regional Council
Contact 1300 763 903
Visit our website
www.cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au

Write:
Please address all correspondence to:
Andrew Graffen, Chief Executive Officer
PO Box 887
Innisfail, QLD 4860
Email:
enquiries@cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au

Customer Service Centres  
and Opening Hours

Innisfail Shire Hall
70 Rankin St. Innisfail
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:30am - 4:30pm
Wednesday  9:30am - 4:30pm
Tully
Tully Civic Centre, 38-40 Bryant St. Tully
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:30am - 4:30pm
Wednesday  9:30am - 4:30pm
Cardwell
Cardwell Library, 4 Balliol St. Cardwell
Monday - Friday  9:00am - 5:00pm

Community Connect is a publication of the 
Cassowary Coast Regional Council. Supplied by 
Council and published within the Cairns Local News 
newspaper. All enquiries regarding content contained 
within this publication should be directed to Council.

CARDWELL AQUATIC FACILITY

SEARCH ON FOR NEW MANAGEMENT
TO MAKE A SPLASH AT CARDWELL AQUATIC FACILITY

Council is currently seeking 
tenders for the management of 
the Cardwell Aquatic Facility. 
The Cardwell Aquatic facility 
comprises of an outdoor 50 
metre lap pool, a kid’s splash 
pool, small playground, BBQ 
area, as well as a kiosk. The 
facility is currently closed due 
to the annual winter closure 
with new management antici-
pated to commence in time for 
the planned reopening on 1 
September 2022.   

The appointed manage-
ment will partner with Council 
to ensure this vital community 
asset is available for use by 
community and visitors. Works 
to the pool are currently un-
derway to ensure the facility is 
compliant with a recent safety 
audit in time for the scheduled 
opening. 

Councillor Barry Barnes ac-

knowledged the important role 
the facility plays in connecting 
the community and keeping 
residents active.

“The works will ensure 
the much loved community 
asset is up to standard for its 
reopening and Council looks 
forward to working alongside 
new management. 

Tenders for management 
of the facility must be lodged 
via the VendorPanel System; 
www.vendorpanel.com.au by 
5:00pm on Monday 15 August 
2022.

Council has easy to use 
instructions and FAQ’s to as-
sist with how to lodge tenders 
available on our website. You 
can find this information by 
visiting https://bit.ly/3rC4iBg

Unsealed Roads Update
Council crews have been busy grading 
5.06kms of roads this month. 
Across the region the following roads were 
graded in the week ending 5 August:

Butler Rd, Bingil Bay (Section 1)
Meacham Rd, Kennedy (Section 3)
Stephenson Rd, Kurrimine (Section 5)
Syndicate Rd, Jarra (Section 1)
Syndicate Rd, Jarra (Section 2)

The Unsealed Road Report is available 
weekly for Cassowary Coast residents to
better understand Council’s unsealed road 
maintenance progress, learn which roads are 

to be graded in the coming week and provides 
a full list of unsealed road ‘roughness’ status. 
Read more on Council’s roads and the weekly 
report here: https://bit.ly/3AczeN3

The Coconuts Boat 
Ramp Car Park Upgrade is 
well underway with the bitu-
men and asphalt scheduled 
for next week, weather 
permitting. The line marking 
will follow shortly after.  A 
reminder that the boat ramp 

is still functional during this 
time, and traffic control will 
be in place, however, park-
ing will be limited. During 
the upgrades, users may 
prefer to use alternate boat 
ramps, including Flying Fish 
Point, Innisfail or Mourilyan 

Harbour.
Alternatively, to find the 

closest boat ramp for you 
visit www.cassowarycoast.
qld.gov.au/boat-ramp-direc-
tory, or click :
 https://bit.ly/3BVMKpE

Coconuts Boat Ramp Car Park Upgrade
Coconuts work


